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		Urge your legislators to take action to extend the Increase in Medicaid Funding-FMAP
The 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) included a temporary increase in federal Medicaid matching funds (called the FMAP) to help alleviate state budget pressures and prevent cuts in coverage during the current economic downturn. This increase in Medicaid funding ends in December of this year (2010), but states continue to face extraordinary difficulty balancing their budgets for the next fiscal year. As a result, many are considering cutting Medicaid benefits and provider rates as they develop their 2011 budgets, which begin on July 1. Moreover, without federal support for Medicaid programs, states will not have the resources they need to successfully implement health reform. 
The House and Senate have both passed legislation to extend this enhanced rate of federal funding for Medicaid for six months, from January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011. But unless final legislation extending this increase is enacted soon, states will be forced to make deep cuts in the benefits they cover and in reimbursement rates.
Urge your legislators to take action in support of extending the FMAP increase.  Take Action!
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