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	News
 The Mental Health / Law Enforcement Committee (MH/LE) has been in existence since 1987, with over twenty years of collaboration.  The committee meets regularly to discuss issues involving the relationship between mental health and law enforcement in Greater Cincinnati.  The committee provides a working forum where agencies can readily problem-solve issues for the good of consumers, law enforcement and mental health professionals.  The overall goal of the committee is to help promote continued collaboration between agencies, consumers and law enforcement professionals, resulting in improved response to persons with mental illnesses relationships. We hope to keep you informed and welcome your participation and feedback.
CIT/MHRT in Hamilton County, Ohio 
.

  

Crisis Intervention Training/Mental Health Response Team training has been a collaborative effort between mental health social service providers and law enforcement professionals happening in Hamilton County.  CIT/MHRT provides  comprehensive  forty-hour training to law enforcement, criminal justice, and first responders in order to equip them with specialized "tools" to engage with individuals who may be experiencing mental health problems.  
 The Mental Health Association and Hamilton County Mental Health & Recovery Services Board recently sponsored two trainings- one at the College of Mt. St. Joe and the other at Cincinnati State.  These trainings created 26 new "CIT/MHRT" officers now working throughout Hamilton County.  Some of the training focused on special populations on college campuses.  Special thanks to everyone who was involved with the programs.  MHA can be reached at 721-2910 and the Hamilton County Mental Health & Recovery Services Board can be reached at 946-8600.
Mobile Crisis Partnering With Police 
The Mobile Crisis Team is partnered with police officers to have a coordinated response to situations involving mental health issues. This partnership has resulted in some positive outcomes such as increased awareness, positive collaborative response between law enforcement and mental health professionals, and reduced use of force during 911 calls involving persons with mental illness.  Mobile Crisis can be reached at 584-8577.

 
Committee Updates
The committee recommends that helping organizations take time to review and ensure policies related to community safety, safety in facilities, and weapons.  Consult your organization's legal counsel for assistance on these issues.  
Some local agencies are improving their collaborations between their staff and law enforcement by hosting police community safety trainings, communicating with their district police representatives and coordinating joint responses to safety issues.  
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Participating Organizations
Cincinnati Police / Police Academy, Hamilton County Mental Health Recovery & Services Board, Hamilton County Board of MRDD, Hamilton County Police Chief's Association, Hamilton County Justice Center, Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health Services, Mental Health Access Point, Mental Health Association of Southwest Ohio, Mobile Crisis, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI Hamilton County), St. Joseph's Orphanage, The University Hospital, Court Clinic, Xavier University, consumers of mental health services  and other mental health professionals.  
 



